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President Jane Cleary 24 Goynes Road, Epsom 5448 4396 
Senior Vice President Rod Orr 2 Cockerel Court, Bendigo 5443 5668 
Junior Vice President Barbara Chmielewska Melaleuca Ave, Longlea 5439 3075 
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Excursion organiser Marc Bellette 
Syllabus organiser Bill Holsworth 13 Nabilla Crs, Bendigo 5443 4063 
Librarian Diana Collier 31 Milroy Street, Bendigo 5443 0137 
Whirrakee contacts Tom Burton Tannery Lane, Mandurang 5439 3028 
Sabine Wilkens 82 Somerville Street, Bendigo 5443 2797 


e-mail: s.wilkens@bendigo.latrobe.edu.au 


Membership of the Bendigo Field Naturalists Club is open to all those interested in Natural 
History. The subscription rates are: Single $30; Family $35; Concession: Single $25; Family $30. 
Whirrakee subscription only is $30. 


General meetings are held on the second Wednesday of each month. The venue for General 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old High Street, Golden Square. Meetings 
start at 7:30pm and conclude with supper. The Annual Meeting is held in September. 


Committee meetings are held on the third Wednesday of each month at 7:30pm. Members of the 
Committee are the Office Bearers listed above, together with the following members: 
D Collier; M Lewis; K Lottkowitz; S Pelczinski; J Shield; M Stone. 


Excursions The assembly point for excursions is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, 
unless otherwise specified. Full-day excursions normally commence at 10am (usually on a Sunday); 
half-day excursions normally commence at 2pm and may be either on a Saturday or Sunday. Full- 
day or half-day excursions are usually held on the weekend following the General Meeting. 
Campouts are held several times each year, usually coinciding with long weekends or holiday 
periods. ; 


The Bendigo Field Naturalists Club has 2 active sub-groups: 


Bird Observers Group: meets on the first Friday of the month, at 7:30pm. The venue for 
meetings is the Golden Square Senior Citizens Building. 

President: Anne Bridley 

Secretary: Jane Cleary 


Mammal Study Group: meets on the fourth Wednesday of the month at 7:30pm in the Golden 
Square Senior Citizens Building. 
Chairman: John Guley, 39 Cootamundra Place, Junortoun (5449 3479) 
Secretary: Bill Holsworth, 13 Nabilla Crs., Bendigo (5443 4063) 
Equipment Officer: Maurie Lewis (0407 427179) 
Vice Chairman: John Burtonclay, Fadersons Lane, Mandurang (5439 5710) 


Front Cover Photographer: Ian Flecknoe-Brown 


The Little Pied Cormorant, Phalacrocorax melanoleucos, photographed at Lake Weeroona, is 
described in Simpson and Day (1993) as a small version of the Pied Cormorant, P. varius. For the 
latter, the authors say “Like Black-faced Shag, but larger (does that mean the little Pied Cormorant 
looks like a Black-faced Shag?). Shags (Leucocarbo spp.) are sea-going cormorants but cormorants 
also occur in marine habitats. Cormorants propel themselves under water by their webbed feet unlike 
penguins which ‘fly’ under water to catch their prey. After fishing, shags and cormorants stand with 
outstretched wings, apparently to dry non-water-proofed feathers, but there may be more complex 
reasons for this behaviour. Nestlings have a distinctly ‘reptilian’ look about them !! (S & D, 1993). 
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Authors are responsible for the accuracy of the information they use and also for any opinions 
expressed in their articles. 

Contributions will be included as soon as possible after they are received, although articles received 
more than one week after the monthly General Meeting will probably be too late for inclusion in the 
next issue of Whirrakee. 

Articles in Whirrakee may be reproduced, but permission should be obtained from the Bendigo 
Field Naturalists Club, and acknowledgment should be given to the author and the Club. Some back 
issues are still available on request. 


Editors’ Note It is hard to believe but another annual general meeting is upon us, with election of 
committee members as well as the membership fees being due. In the absence of any keen new 
editors Tom and I have agreed to continue with the editorship of the Whirrakee but it is not too late to 
nominate for this job or another job on the executive or the committee. Elections will be held at the 
September general meeting, as usual new ideas are always welcome and they often come in the form 
of new committee members. If regular committee work is not for you but you still want to be 
involved, there are always casual jobs needing to be done, e.g. help with the garden, help with the 
wildflower show in the next few days, help with the hall cleaning, help with the folding of the 
Whirrakee, help with excursion and speaker planning, help with submissions and so on. Be brave! 


2 


BENDIGO - HEART OF THE 
BOX ~IRONBARK COUNTRY 


WILDFLOWER | 
SHOW 


PRESENTED BY THE BENDIGO 
FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB & 
BENDIGO NATIVE PLANT GROUP 
AS PART OF THE “SPRING IN 
THE BENDIGO BUSH” PROGRAM 


ENTRY BY 
GOLD COIN DONATION 


SENIOR CITIZENS CLUB ROOMS 
OLD HIGH ST. GOLDEN SQUARE 


~ 10am - 4pm 
4&5 SEPTEMBER 


WILDFLOWER SHOW TO Be 
OPENED BY LOCAL GARDENING 
EDITOR / RADIO PRESENTER: 


ROSEMARY DAVIES 


llam SATURDAY 
4 SEPTEMBER 1999 


COME & DISCOVER OUR 
BEAUTIFUL NATIVE FLORA 
> ADVICE & INFORMATION 
> INDIGENOUS GARDEN 
> FLOWER. DISPLAY 
> GUIDED WALK 1 3:30pm 
SATURDAY (FROM SHOW) 


ALSO 
LOOK OUT FOR OTHER 


“SPRING IN THE BENDIGO BUSH” 
ACTIVITIES IN SEPTEMBER 


ENQUIRIES 
phone 
Lorraine. (03) 54. 496 523 


Bugs from downunder.....continued 
Author: Sabine Wilkens 

from an article by Michael Coit in the ‘Daily 
News’ July 20 1999 


There may be a newspaper of the same name in 
Australia but these ‘Daily News’ come from 
California, where the sap-sucking Australian 
psyllids continue to cause havoc and concern 
amongst the gum tree lovers of Los Angeles (see 
article in July Whirrakee). 

This article states that two stately red gums at 
Woodland Hills bear the markings of an 
infestation by a tiny Australian insect sucking 
their life from these eucalypts. Not only that, 
but the lerps, produced by the sap-sucking 
psyllids, coat the ground around the trees and 
get tracked indoors by people and pets. The 
gooey mess stinks when mixed with water. The 
accompanying photo shows a woman wearing a 
scarf around her hair to protect it from getting 
messed up with the sticky lerps. 

The psyllids were only detected this year in 
California but have spread across the south of 
the state and the Bay area. 

Los Angeles city parks and public works 
officials have been deploying ladybugs and 
lacewing larvae to control the psyllids. In areas 
of heavy infestation, they are also injecting trees 
with insecticide. The Los Angeles County 
Department of Agriculture has published a 
pamphlet so residents can do their part to help 
the trees. Apparently watering is particularly 
critical. The long-term plan is to breed and 
release certain species of parasitic wasps, natural 
enemies of the psyllids in Australia.. 

Officials consider the war against this pest lost 
now and hope for an ‘unpeaceful coexistence’ of 
the pest and a natural enemy. 

Eucalypts are a significant landscape feature in 
this part of California. From this, the second 
article send to Jane Cleary by a. friend in 
California, it appears that the residents concern 
for their eucalypts is very strong. “A lot of 
people have moved there for the eucalypts trees. 
They are stately and the people are very attached 
to them”. The recent infestation have forced Los 
Angeles Zoo keepers to make wider searches 
across the city for eucalyptus branches and 
leaves to feed to the koala bears. 

In an earlier article, it was stated that millions of 
lady bugs were released but it now appears as if 
lady bugs are not discriminate enough. The 
wasp now targeted as a possible biocontrol 
agent is a natural parasite of the psyllid in 
Australia but will take time to import, establish 


and breed in large quantities to make a difference 
to the psyllid population. 


Both articles so far have not made any mention 
of birds as possible predators. Perhaps the 
Californian birds have not developed a taste for 


the sugary lerps — yet. 


Carnies Reserve 23/7/99, Prairie West 
A Sunday Afternoon 
Author: Alf Howe 


I visited the reserve and something seemed 
strange. The place was very silent as I sat in the 
car and listened. After a while, two White- 
winged Choughs appeared, probably mating up 
for nesting. The two Galahs arrived, one 
carrying a twig of gumleaves and went to a 
hollow tree. 

I got out of the car and crossed the creek 
(Bullock Creek). The creek cuts through a 
loamy ridge with Red Gum on the lower 
ground, higher up with Yellow Box on the 
Eastern side. On the western side of the creek 
were Red Gum and Black Box, Nardoo, and 
buttercups. 

As I crossed the creek I saw a few Noisy 
Miners, a pair of Sulphur-crested Cockatoos, a 
Willie Wagtail and some Brown Treecreepers. 
Then I found twelve White-winged Choughs. 
The difference was that they were not in their 
usual colony but being very silent in groups of 
three or four in the Yellow Box trees forty or 
fifty metres apart. 

Crossing back over the creek and walking 
around for a while, I disturbed a Wedgetail 
Eagle perching in a big Red Gum tree. 


‘When the eagle flew away the area became alive 


with Magpies, Noisy Miners and a Willie 
Wagtail giving chase. 


I think the birds were silent because of the eagle 
in their midst. 


Bird: Observations 
Brown Falcon, Powell St, White Hills 1/8/99 


Carnies Reserve, Sunday afternoon 25/7/99 
3 Varied Sitellas 


12 White-winged Choughs 
3 Restless Flycatchers 

2 Grey Fantails 

1 Rufous Whistler 


several Brown Treecreepers 
2 Galahs (one carrying gumleaves) plus a flock 


1 Wedgetail Eagle 

4 Australian Ravens 3 Willie Wagtails 
10 Magpies 8 Crested Pigeons 
Flock of Red-rumped Parrot 2 Black Ducks 
2 Sulphur-crested Cockatoos 1 Weebill 
12 Noisy Miners 2 Eastern Rosellas 
4 Magpielarks 2 Yellow Thombills 


Mammal Study Group Campout and 
Squirrel Glider Survey 


When: October 16-17th 
Where: Benalla region 


Contact: Kerrie Norris ph. 54 478017 
(before Sept 24 or after Oct 11th) 


Details: Saturday morning — rendezvous with 
Benalla Mammal Study Group. Car 
Pool, receive maps, ladder and 
instructions for nest boxes to be 
checked. 
Saturday evening — make camp, dinner, 
and socialise prior to spotlighting 
excursion. 
Sunday morning — birding and/or 
bushwalk. 


Note: Ray Thomas (Benalla DNRE) in 1998 
presented an inspiring lecture for BFN 
informing us of the extensive community 
involvement and tree planting taking 
place in the Benalla region in aid of the 
Regent Honeyeater Project. 

Mammal nest boxes subsequently followed 

and despite the fragmentation of habitat (Islands 

of Habitat), squirrel gliders, tuans and sugar 
gliders have _ been identified. 

It has been noted that the squirrel gliders tend to 

dominate the richer areas, thus relegating the 

sugar glider to sub-optimal habitat. Ray assures 
us: 

a) that our assistance with the count will 

contribute to work being done to identify the 

missing links, ensuring the survival of native 
animals within rural farming areas and 

b) we all definitely see squirrel gliders and a 

variety of other small mammals. 


Bird Group Events 
Author: Kerrie Norris (Ph 54 478 017) 


Strathfieldsaye Suburbia 
(with a difference) 


When:Sunday 24th October 


Where:John Robinson’s property, Blucher 
Street, opposite BP service station, 
Strathfieldsaye, pH. 54 395 760. 


Time: 2pm onwards 


Bring:Binoculars, thermos etc. for afternoon 
tea by lagoon. 


Note: Observe a variety of parrots, water birds 
and bush birds in full nesting mode. 
Face the challenge of identifying the real 
hollows and the original watercourse. 
An inspiration for any home garden. 


Owlet Nightjars and other nocturnal 
birds 


When:Friday 5th November 
Meet: Golden Square Club-rooms 


Time: 7pm sharp to drive to Kerrie Norris’s 
property in Kangaroo Gully 


Bring:Binoculars, mosquito proof and clothing 
to suit weather conditions 


Note: Observe Owlet Nightjars in daylight and 
as they alight from hollow logs at dusk. 
Depending on number of participants as 
to whether meeting adjourns to Club- 
rooms for further discussion, sound 
recordings and slides of nocturnal birds. 


Note on a Cormorant 
Author: John Ipsen 


On a cold morning (only 20), at 8 o’clock, a 
cormorant splashed down on our little pond. 
Nothing unusual about water-birds, and, in fact, 
any of our resident birds dropping in and 
bathing at some time of the day, summer or 
winter. 


While I sat and enjoyed breakfast, sitting snugly 
indoors, my eyes could not be drawn from this 
bird on the water in the near-freezing conditions. 
I may have resumed my meal, but I just had to 
watch as this cormorant dived its head and neck 
just under the surface of the water, then sat high 
on the water, and preened, and shook drops of 
water away. However, this dip was not to be its 
last, as the performance was immediately 
repeated for about seven or eight bathings. 


Since the light rainfalls in July, the pond has 
almost been filled again, following months of 
diminishing levels, when water-birds were 
poorly satisfied. 


After this bird had completed its early morning 
bathe, it duck-dived and swam about, surfacing 
in several parts of the pond without any food. 
Then it just arose and fled to further fields for 
the day. 


Photograph by Ian Flecknoe-Brown 


Seasons 
Author: Tom Burton 


One of the many conventions that our European 
ancestors brought with them to Australia was the 
concept of a four-season year. In school we 
were taught that the Australian tropics were 
different, because the poor old tropics have only 
two seasons, a Wet (which is hot) and a Dry 
(which is hot). Belatedly, we Eurocentric 
Australians came to recognize that Aborigines 
had long observed a far more subtle and 
complex run of seven or eight named seasons, 
reckoned, not by dates on a calendar, but by 
events that occur regularly each year, in a 
particular sequence. 


Even more recently, the realization has dawned 
on some people that even in temperate Australia 
the four season model doesn’t really fit. As I 
type this, at midday on a beautiful, sunny early 
August day, I can hear three species of cuckoos 
calling (Pallid, Horsfield Bronze and 
Fan-tailed), and two species of frogs (Common 
and Plains Froglets) are calling from our pond. 
Up on the hill, the Golden Wattles are 
approaching full flowering, and the daffodils 
and jonquils and other bulbous flowers are 
almost at their peak. The other day at the 
university, I watched a New Holland 
Honeyeater feeding a young-’un that looked as 
though it had been out of its nest in the planted 
Callistemons for maybe five minutes. 
Officially, by European reckoning, we are in the 
dead of winter, but tell that to the plants and 
animals. 


I don’t know where Cherry heard this (nor does 
she), but she has heard the proposition that we 
in South-eastern Australia have the following 
seasons:—High Summer: January—early March 


most years; Autumn: mid-March—May; Winter: 
June-mid-July; Early Spring: 
mid-July-mid-September; High Spring: 
mid-September—mid-November; Early Summer: 
Mid-November—December. Note that these 
dates are flexible, because the arrival of warm 
weather or the arrival of spring may vary from 
year to year. Aborigines in the tropics tied the 
seasons to natural events, and certainly we could 
do the same with some of them. 


Our Early Spring is marked by the emergence of 
the Golden Wattles, the arrival of the cuckoos, 
perhaps the balloon-squeaking call of the Plains 
Toadlet. High Spring may be marked by the 
flowering of the sun orchids, perhaps, or 
perhaps the time when blue-flowering plants 
challenge yellow flowers for supremacy. In 
Early Summer the everlastings take over, the 
Caper White Butterflies arrive, and the Painted 
Ladies emerge. High Summer: the everlastings 
are going to seed, and Common Browns are the 
predominant butterflies. Autumn begins when 
the Spreading Wattles come into flower, and the 
Drooping Cassinias. 


It may be said that the timing of these natural 
events varies from year to year, but so does the 
timing of the seasons. That is what this idea is 
about: marking the arrival of seasons by 
calendar dates is artificial and misleading. It is 
early spring out there where the Golden Wattles 
are, even though the calendar says that it is early 
August, and dead-winter. 


I am relying on a defective memory when I 
identify the timing of the emergence of particular 
flowers. I am looking forward to checking 
whether I have picked good markers. I should 
also be interested to know whether others agree 
that we do have more than four seasons. 


Botanical Gardens in Victoria 

August General Meeting — Speaker: 
John Hawker 

Author: Sabine Wilkens 


Victoria can boast some of the best collections of 
historic botanical gardens in Australia or even 
the world. Many of the provincial gardens have 
unique examples of plants in them and John 
Hawker, Project Officer at the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Melbourne, seems to know exactly 
which garden has which plant, be it in Ballarat, 
Sale, Daylesford, Kyneton, White Hills, 
Hamilton, Albury, Geelong, Portland, 
Castlemaine, Warrnabool or wherever. 


We started off in Padua, Italy, with possibly the 
oldest botanical garden in the Western world 
dating from 1545. Those gardens were often 


surrounded by high walls to keep thieves out as © 


rare and exotic as well as medicinal plants were 
grown there. This garden today has the oldest 
Ginkgo tree in cultivation, planted about 250 
years ago. 

In Australia, Sydney has the oldest botanical 
garden, founded in 1816. 

The site for the current Melbourne Gardens was 
selected by Charles La Trobe, and Baron 
Ferdinand von Mueller was the first director. 
He introduced a great many plants, and inspired 
many of the provincial gardens in this state. His 
contribution to botany and horticulture in 
Australia were honoured for Victoria’s 150th 
anniversary, when many of these gardens 
received additional funds in an attempt to 
rejuvenate them. When designing the plantings, 
von Mueller did a very German thing by 
planting in straight rows, and, partly for this 
reason, he was finally dismissed when the new 
director, William Guilfoyle, arrived. Guilfoyle 
shifted hundreds of trees from von Mueller’s 
original plantings and created the island and 
glade designs, typical for the Melbourne gardens 
today. Guilfoyle was also instrumental in 
designing a number of provincial gardens in 
Victoria and elsewhere in Australia. 


According to John Hawker, Guilfoyle was one 
of the very best gardens designers ever. One of 
his original plans from the 1850’s—for the 
Hamilton Botanical Gardens—was discovered 
only six years ago. 


The land for the White Hills Botanical Gardens 
was reserved in 1854, and in 1869 a planting list 
was prepared. This contained a wide range of 
plants, exotic and Australian—Blue Gum, 
Blackwood, pines, wattles, Montery Pine, 
Ficus, Cyprus etc. In 1874, 6000 visitors went 
to the gardens in January alone. 

The Arch of Triumph is one of three from this 
era in Victoria, erected in 1925 to commemorate 
1st world war veterans. : 
Once ground water salinity began to affect the 
gardens, their popularity declined. In recent 
times the gardens have also suffered from the 
concentration of resources towards Rosalind 
Park. 

A number of rare plants were discovered during 
the rejuvenation program, e.g., an old South 
African wattle, Acacia karroo is the largest of 
only four specimens in cultivation in Victoria. 
Other rare plants include a long-leaved Indian 
Pine, Pinus roxburghii, a Soledad Pine, Pinus 
torreyana and a Kei-apple Dovyalis caffra is one 
of two of these plants known from outside the 
Royal Botanic Gardens in Melbourne. 


The Castlemaine Botanic Garden is one of 
Victoria’s oldest. Its designer Philip Doran was 
probably assisted by Ferdinand von Mueller 
who supplied many of the plants found growing 
in the gardens today. amongst them is a 
magnificent Indian Bean Tree, Catalpa 
bignonioides, the largest known in cultivation in 
Victoria, an impressive stand of Weeping Elm, 
Ulmus glabra ‘Camperdownii’ and an 
interesting collection of Buddleja species. The 
English Oak, Quercus robur, planted by HRH 
Prince Alfred in 1867 has been included on the 
National Trust’s Register of Significant Trees, it 
is one of the oldest known cultivated trees in 
Victoria. 


The large number of wombat holes found while 
clearing the site for the Daylesford Botanic 
Gardens gave it the name Wombat Hills Botanic 


_ Gardens. It is unusual in that it is situated on 


top of a volcano. Many of the original plants 
from the designer William Sangster are still 
flourishing today including an enormous 
Spanish Fir, Abies pinsapo, which is on the 
National Trust’s Register of Significant Trees. 
Others include a specimen of Californian Giant 


Redwood, Sequoiadendron giganteum, a 
species that is hard to grow in most parts of 
Victoria. 


The Malmsbury Botanic Gardens were 
established after the gold rush in 1863 and they 
were a popular place to visit in the 19th century. 
The southern portion of the garden was planted 
with Montery pines, many of which came from 
Ferdinand von Mueller who propagated many 
conifers to distribute over the provincial gardens 
at the time..There was also a circular maze, 
apparently made from clipped privet hedges 2m 
tall, but no photographs remain of this structure. 
Also the gardens had fallen into a state of 
disrepair, many interesting features remain. 
Towards the south-west corner there is an 
excellent view of the superb Coliban Viaduct on 
the main Melbourne - Bendigo railway. Built of 
bluestone, this bridge was completed in 1859 
and employed 4000 men. When railway gangs 
went on strike local workers tossed their tools 
into the Coliban River far below. In the gardens 
there is specimen of the rare hybrid Strawberry 
Tree, Arbutus x andrachnoides and the West 
Himalayan Spruce Picea smithiana 


John Hawker mourns the loss of the ‘Garden 
State’ vehicle number plates. He considers 
Botanic Gardens as a work of art, which is 
dynamic, yet should remain true to their original 
plan. Changing a Guilfoyle design would be 
like changing the ‘Sunflowers’. I bet a lot of 
people don’t think of Botanic Gardens in that 
way. I thoroughly enjoyed this talk and will 
look at many of these gardens more closely from 
now on. 


Much of the information on the various gardens 
was extracted from John Hawker’s article 
‘Victoria’s Provincial Botanic Gardens: A Part 
of our Living Heritage published in the Botanic 
Magazine 1987, pages 1-9. A copy of this 
publication covering all the provincial gardens in 
Victoria that were part of the rejuvenation 
program in 1985 was left with Bill Holsworth 
and will be put into the Club’s library. 


‘Friends of Bendigo Gardens’ 


You are cordially invited to a 
public meeting to form a 


Friends of Bendigo Gardens Group 


at the 
Campbell Theatrette 
Bendigo Regional Library 
Hargreaves St, Bendigo 


Wednesday 6th October, 7pm 
Tea and Coffee provided 


The City of Greater Bendigo supports this initiative. 
Further inquiries to Anthony Sheean 54 34637 


Proposed Purpose of the Group: 


° To establish a committed group to represent the 
interests, development and promotion of 
Bendigo Gardens 


e The specific focus of the group will be 
Rosalind Park to Lake Weeroona and the White 
Hills Botanic Gardens which are linked by a 
linear park. 


e The Friends of Bendigo Gardens will be a 
recognised group providing input into the 
development, activities and management of the 
gardens. 


e The group will encourage, support and 
develop the appreciation of the gardens by the 
community. 


¢ The group will link with other Friends of 
Botanic Gardens Groups around Australia and 
overseas. 


e The Group will arrange regular seminars, 
meetings, tours, forums and develop a range of 
activities to suit interests of group members. 


Go Bush in October 


October 1999 is Victoria’s inaugural ‘Bush 
Month’ with private rural and metropolitan 
properties, containing significant native habitats, 
opening for public viewing. 

The properties, invited by TRUST FOR 
NATURE to participate in Bush Month 
October, are permanently protected by a 
conservation covenant. 

These ‘bush windows’ are sanctuaries for some 
of Victoria’s most precious and threatened native 
species including Leadbeater’s Possum, the 
Helmeted Honeyeater and the Superb Lyrebird. 
Bush Month October will be a great 
opportunity to learn about different regional 
ecosystems, their complex vegetation and how 
all our wildlife interacts in a healthy natural 
environment. Naturalists will conduct guided 
tours of these areas. 

Open on specific dates throughout October, the 
properties are located in six ecologically diverse 
regions including Melbourne (open every 
weekend in October); central Victoria (204 and 
3rd October); Grampians and Wimmera (9th and 
10th); north eastern Victoria (16th and 17th); and 
East Gippsland (23rd and 24th October). 
Surprisingly, important remnants of bush, with 
significant native habitat and some of the best 
displays of native Victorian orchids, can be seen 
on properties around Melbourne. 

Highlights of bush properties include prime Box 
Iron-bark habitat, a haven for threatened 
Brush-tail Phascogale, in central Victoria. 
Further south, visit an ancient gorge with 
rugged giant rock formations and waterfalls 
where Wedge-tail eagles and Peregrine Falcons 
are often seen. 

Properties in the Grampians feature abundant 
wildflowers and native birds. Further west 
discover the unique natural salt lakes of Lake 


children are free. Money collected will be used 
for the protection and management of Victoria’s 
natural habitats. 

Major supporters of Bush Month October 
are The Myer Foundation, RACV Foundation, 
Tourism Victoria, Parks Victoria, Ography 
Graphic Design and the Wimmera and East 
Gippsland Catchment Management Authorities. 


MEDIA CONTACT: Regional Coordinator 
Elvyne Hogan on 5435 3933 or 
TRUST FOR NATURE on 1800 99 9933. 


The Australian Naturalists Network 


This article contains information regarding the 
following: 

A. Australian Naturalists Network Logo 

B. Australian Naturalists Network Get-Together 


A. The Logo 
Many thanks to those who contributed to the 
Logo project. The process has not been easy 


_and it has taken a long time, but each step was 


Wyn Wyn, the Little Desert’s famous — 


Malleefowl breeding program and the temporary 
wetlands of Mt Elgin Swamp, home of the 
endangered Freckled Duck. 

Many luckily may see some of Victoria’s most 
threatened bird species including the 
Grey-crowned Babbler, Bush Thick-knee and 
the Regent Honeyeater of the Red Iron-bark 
forests of the north-east. 

East Gippsland offers ridge-top forests, cool 
fern gullies, extensive coastal dune and lagoon 
systems, and the lake system that is listed as an 
important conservation site of international 
significance. 

Admission to each property is $4 for adults, 
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necessary if a logo, appropriate for and 
acceptable to all groups was to evolve. A copy 
of the end result is copied below. 

The sea is light blue, the coastal region of 
Australia is green, the interior orange/yellow. 


AUSTRALIAN 
NATURALISTS? ‘-: 
NETWORK ¥ 


There are a number of items available with the 
logo on them: large enamel signs, vehicle 
stickers and garmets. Please contact the 
secretary if you are interested in any of these 
items. 


B. Proposed Get-together 

During a recent discussion a Network get- 
together was suggested to be held in Alice 
Springs (which is central and a region of great 
interest to naturalists) during July/August 2000. 


At present a sub-committee is looking into the 


possibility. If sufficient interest is shown, they 
will proceed with the arrangements. 

The dates proposed at this stage are Friday 21 
July to Sunday 30 July 2000. 

Various organisations in Alice Springs have 
offered their help, and proposed various day 
excursions in conventional cars and 4WD, some 
2-3 day camping trips, 4WD safaris for 4-10 
days, the use of the Desert Park facilities and 
much more. 


At this stage the organisers are looking for 
numbers of potential participants. 

Please let Anne Bridley or Rod Orr know by late 
September if you are interested. 


Black-eared Miner Volunteer Field 
Assistance Required 


This is a unique opportunity to participate in 
ornithological research on one of Australia’s 
rarest mainland bird species. 

Participants will gain experience in mist netting, 
censussing, behaviour observation and data 
entry. 

You will need to be easy going and have an 
equable temperament, be able to enjoy life in an 
isolated and challenging environment, be 
physically fit, able to work cooperatively and 
under direction as part of a team as well as be 
able to keep detailed records. 

Desirable previous experience include fieldwork 
(birds, flora/fauna), camping outdoors, 
navigation and first aid as well as a driver’s 
licence. 

The team will be based at Birds Australia 
Gluepot Reserve or Calperum Outstation, north 
of Waikerie and Renmark SA, in the Murray 
Mallee ecosystem where temperatures at this 
time of year are routinely in the low 30’s 
(celsius) and occasionally hotter. 

One person will be staying for 10 weeks (late 
September to early december 1999) or part 
thereof (Preference given to those who can 
volunteer for large blocks of time). 

Food costs will be provided 

Accommodation will be shearer’s quarters and 
some camping. 


Please write/phone expression of interest to 

Rebecca Boulton, 

Field Officer, Black-eared Miner Recovery Team 

La Trobe University 

School of Zoology, Bundoora 3083 

Ph 03 9479 1672, e-mail R.Boulton @zoo.latrobe.edu.au 
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Request by BBC Natural History Unit 


Allow me to introduce myself. My name is Dan 
Tapster and I work for the BBC's Natural 
History Unit which, along with Sir David 
Attenborough are about to embark on the biggest 
ever wildlife series devoted entirely to 
mammals. Over the next three years we hope to 
film some of the most exciting stories and 
behaviours of Mammals all over the world. 


The first programme in the series will cover the 
marsupials of Australia. As always, we are 
dependent on help and advice from scientists, 
tour guides and enthusiasts. And this is indeed 
the case for episode one. We are having great 
difficulty in locating the sort of stories that will 
amaze and surprise viewers and thereby hook 
them for the rest of the series! In our recent 
programme, The Life of Birds many 
Australians provided us with great stories such 
as the amazing sound mimicry of the lyrebird, 
providence petrels falling out of the sky on Lord 
Howe Island and of course David being mobbed 
by rainbow lorikeets. 


Perhaps you know of some research that 
contains elements we are after. Perhaps you 
have seen something that was remarkable - even 
if you only saw this behaviour once! The sort 
of things that we are looking for are mammals 
which have received little television publicity, 
extra-ordinary new behaviours or classic well- 
studied ones, stunning scenery, interesting 
sound-effects and amusement. Basically we are 
after two-minute sequences that will keep 
people hooked so that they don't reach for the 
dreaded remote control! For instance we have 
just learned the juvenile rock-haunting ringtails 
will traverse gaps in the canopy by walking 
across their father who is acting as a bodily 
bridge. In addition, being an Attenborough 
series we are also looking for animals that Sir 
David can interact with in an interesting way. 
For example, Leadbeater's possums will attack 
humans which imitate their calls! 


Let me stress now that you must not let this list 
scare you off! Sometimes the simplest, most 
unexpected suggestions are the best. 


If you have an idea and are interested in getting 
it broadcast to a global television audience please 
contact me at the address below. Alternatively if 
you have any colleagues who may be in a better 


position to help, please 
forward this message to them or send me their 
addresses. 


I look forward to possibly hearing from you 
soon. 


Best wishes and thank-you in advance! 
Dan Tapster 


BBC Natural History Unit 
Broadcasting House 
Whiteladies Road 

Bristol BS8 2LR 


Tel. 0117-973 2211 
Fax.: 0117-946 7384 
e-mail: dan.tapster@ bbc.co.uk 


Landcare Centre Creswick 
Box Ironbark Appreciation 


Sunday 12 September 1999 
10am — 4pm 


Discover the richness and diversity of these 
highly threatened forests in an interactive 
workshop with Ron Hately, Creswick School of 
Forestry, Rob Price, Dept. Natural Resources 
and Environment and Elvyne Hogan, Trust for 
Nature. 

If you are interested in flora and fauna 
identification, practical strategies for habitat 
protection, land rehabilitation and the 
management of Box-Ironbark forests, then 
register now. 


The workshop will be held in the 
Maryborough area on public and private 
land. Details will be available for registered 
participants. 


BYO lunch 
Light refreshment and notes provided 


Cost: $ 20.- and $ 10.- concession. 
For registration and further information, please 
contact Creswick Landcare Centre, ph. 5345 
2200. 
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Box Ironbark Ecology Course 
Puckapunyal 
25 - 29th October 1999 


For land managers, educators, naturalists, 
landholders, local government and those 
interested in better understanding the ecology of 
this unique ecosystem. 


5 days of field study 


Accommodation in comfortable rooms with 
shared facilities 


Catering all inclusive, meals and some 
refreshments 


Topics include: Distribution and history of the 
Box Ironabrk ecosystem, including Koori and 
post-settlement impacts, geomorphology, soils, 
search and identification of flora and fauna, 
vegetation communities, spotlighting and bat 
trapping. Study of ecological interactions 
between landscape, soils, plants and animals 
including the vegetation dynamics in the 
understorey. 


As in the past, participants will be involved in 
ongoing research projects or, with guidance 
from instructors, develop their own. 


The course is based at Puckapunyal Military area 
in the heart of Box Ironbark country. The PMA 
is a Land for Wildlife property which includes 
more than 20 000 ha of Box Ironbark remnant 
being managed for conservation purposes. 


Course Fee: $550.- includes accommodation, 
meals, transport, instruction and course notes. 


Applications close September 10. 
Application form available from the editor 


The course is limited to 30 participants. Please 
contact Diane Marshall on 03 9412 4608, e-mail: 
di.marshall @nre.vic.gov.au 


VFNCA Campout 15th - 19th September 
1999 


Sunraysia Area 


Dates Wednesday 15th, Registration 
16 - 17th Optional Outings 
18 - 19th Outings and Meetings 


Catering 
Cut lunches are available, BBQ and dinner on 
Saturday night 


Accommodation 

District accommodation available via bookings 
through Alfred Deakin 

Visitor Information 1800 039043 
Although there is no other big local event on our 


dates, it is advisable to book your 
accommodation ASAP. 
Excursions 


A selected cross section of our area without the 
tourist venues. Two days being bused and two 
days of drive yourself. Guides provided at all 
times. 

See notes below. 


Bookings 
A $25 deposit with bookings before August Ist. 
Full payment due by September Ist. 


Payments 
Cheques or money orders made payable to 
Sunraysia Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


Inquiries David Robinson 
Phone/Fax 03 50230598 
dotdavid@vic.ozland.net.au 

A General Summary of Proposed 


Outings as Follows 
Bus trips will be conducted on two days. 
Friday and Saturday, Booking essential. 


The first will be to Mallee Cliffs National Park 


and a Salt interception scheme 

The other bus trip is through the wheat growing 
area of the Millewa and Koolong Waste Water 
tree lots. 

Neither of these areas is available with general 
commercial tours. 


There are four half-day tours within the 
Sunraysia area and they will be on two days to 
enable people to visit all areas. The destinations 
are the following: 
1, Lake Rainfurly 
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2. Kings Billabong 
3. Stewart Reserve, Red Cliffs Scenic Reserve 
4. NSW Gilberts Whistler 


One all-day outing is a BYO 4WD outing (self- 
drive) try and see the Red-lored Whistler in the 
far western area of the Mallee (Sunset Country). 
This is an all-day outing and a few hours of 
driving is involved. 

Another all-day outing will be to either try and 
see the Mallee Emu-wren at Hattah (via Nowing 
Track) or to the Raak Plains, a geological feature 
(via Moridian Road). 


Evening Programme 


Thursday BBQ at Arumpo (star gazing) 
Friday ” 

Saturday Dinner 

Sunday Campover at Homestead, 
Mildura 


For Enrolment and booking form see page 13 of 
the July Whirrakee.. 


Dampier 300 

Biodiversity in Australia 1699 - 1999 and 
beyond. 

6 - 10 December 1999 

Alexander Library Theatre 

Perth Cultural Centre, Francis Street 

Perth, Western Australia 

(see page 12 in the July Whirrakee for details) 


Advance Notice 

Fourth Australasian Native Orchid Conference 
and Show, Melbourne 5 - 8 October 2000. 
Registration Forms are now available 


Rod Orr is the Club’s representative on the 
Whipstick Park Advisory Committee. 
Please contact Rod if you have any concerns, 
questions or suggestions for this committee. 
Other club members are Anthony Sheean 
(representing the Bendigo Council) and Ian 
Fenselau (representing the Beekeepers). 


Bendigo Field Naturalists Club Inc 
Speaker Syllabus for General Meetings - September to November 1999 


8 September | What’s in a Name? Tom Burton , 


(Annual General 


LaTrobe University, Bendigo 
Meeting) 


13 October |The Murray River as a Chris Tzaros — Bendigo 
Riparian Corridor for Land 


Birds 


10 November | Amphibians of North Peter Johnson 


Central Victoria Dept. Natural Resources and 


Environment, Bendigo 
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Diary 


The General, Bird Observers Group and 
Mammal Survey Group meetings are held at the 
Golden Square Senior Citizens Building, Old 
High Street, Golden Square, unless otherwise 
indicated. 


General Meeting 


Wednesday, September 8, 7:30pm 
Speaker: Tom Burton (La Trobe University, 
Bendigo). What’s in a name? 

Field naturalists frequently complain about 
changes to scientific names. You have just 
managed to learn that the Common Froglets are 
Ranidella signifera, when suddenly they are 
called Crinia signifera instead. In this talk I 
shall discuss how new species are given their 
scientific names, some of the rules and 
conventions, and the reasons for changes. 


Annual General Meeting 

Excursion 

Sunday, November 14 

Excursion to Marylin Sprague’s wildflower 


nursery and Geoff Gibson’s arboretum. 
Details in the next Whirrakee 


Mammal Study Group 


Weekend, October 16-17th 

Mammal Study Group Campout and Squirrel 
Glider Survey in the Benalla region 

For details see page 5. 

Contact: Kerrie Norris ph. 54 478017 

(before Sept 24 or after Oct 11th) 


Bird Observers Group 


Sunday, October 24 

‘Strathfieldsaye Suburbia (with a difference)’. 
Bird Group Event at John Robinson’s property. 
For details, see page 5. 


Friday, November 5 

‘Owlet Nightjars and other nocturnal birds’ 

Bird Group Event at Club rooms and Kerrie 
Norris’s property. 

For details, see page 5. 


Other Events 


‘Spring in the Bendigo Bush’ 
1st to 30th September 


e Wildflower Show, 4/5th September 
The setting up will be on Friday 3rd 
September at 4pm. Last year the show 
was very successful, many members 
helped — hopefully this year it will be 
even better. 

Wildflower Walks 

Nature and Cultural Walks 
Box-Ironbark Open Days 
Bike Tours 

e There will be a lot of other activities 

organised each year by the ‘Spring in the 

Bendigo Bush’ Committee to celebrate the 

beauty of our unique natural heritage when the 

Box-Ironbark Forest puts on its most 

spectacular display. Look out for the leaflet 

(enclosed in the August Whirrakee) and posters. 

Activities will also be announced during our 

meetings. 


Saturday, September 25 
Whipstick Walk with Graham Hill 
10-12km 

Meet at Eaglehawk Townhall, 10am. 
Organised by BFNC. 


You are cordially invited to a 
public meeting to form a 


Friends of Bendigo Gardens Group 


at the 
Campbell Theatrette 
Bendigo Regional Library 
Hargreaves St, Bendigo 


Wednesday 6th October, 7pm 


Tea and Coffee provided 
For further details see page 9. 
The City of Greater Bendigo supports this initiative. 
Further inquiries to Anthony Sheean 54 34637 


Bush Month October 
see page 10 for details 


